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The Supernatural:  
Making Room for the Power of God 

A. B. Simpson 
 

This thin book applies the reality of the supernatural to seven topics that 
should inform our lives as Christians.  In the introduction, Simpson says that in 
every age there is “some portion of divine truth which might properly be called 
present truth” (p. 2), that is, a truth that needs to be particularly emphasized.  He 
saw that the supernatural was “preeminently present truth” (p. 2) in his day and 
age.  His assessment of his time still rings true as an apt description of our time, 
notwithstanding the 100 plus years that have passed:  

 
Man has become so much in love with man that he is in danger of 
overlooking God.  The boasted progress of our times has so dazzled us 
with it secondary light that we cannot see the glorious Sun that is shining 
in the firmament of God’s heaven.  The devil is trying to get the 
supernatural out of the Bible, out of the church, and out of our individual 
Christian lives.  He wants to reduce religion to a human science, 
obliterating everything that cannot be explained on a rational principle and 
from natural causes . . . (pp. 2-3) 
 

 The first topic Simpson covers is “The Supernatural God.”  (Really, where 
else could he start?)  He makes the point that the Bible “begins with God and 
ends with Jesus Christ” (p. 6).  He truly is the Alpha and Omega.  One of our 
responses to this supernatural God should be faith.  As Simpson said in referring 
to God’s revelation of himself to Abraham as El Shaddai, we are called to “live as 
if we had a God that is all-sufficient” (p. 7) – because we do.  Another, related 
response should be boldness: “We have the supernatural Christ to lead us as we 
go forth against the principalities and powers and the forces of earth and hell.” (p. 
12). 
 All the way through this book, I was reminded of how significant the 
Second Coming was for Simpson.  It is the major focus of the sixth chapter, it 
shows up in this first chapter, and Simpson references it several times through 
the intervening chapters.  Today in Christian circles, we tend to be concerned 
with the present: how do we relate to our culture, how do we reach those around 
us, how do we avoid compromise as we endeavor to keep our presentations of 
the Gospel relevant and understandable.   

In some places, there is an increasing focus on the past: how have 
generations before us understood various theological issues, how have they 
worshipped God, how have we today been influenced by their practices and 
beliefs or by reactions against their practices and beliefs.  Simpson, clearly, was 
also informed by the future.  He really did live in light of that future reality, that the 
partial revelation of God we have now will be made whole.  Now we get glimpses 
of the supernatural God, and even those glimpses are enough to amaze and 
inspire.  How much more wonderful when we see him face to face in all his glory! 
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 The second chapter concerns “The Supernatural Book.”  Here Simpson 
makes a case that the Bible stands apart qualitatively from all other pieces of 
literature.  He strongly supports the infallibility of the whole of Scripture against 
those rationalizers and liberal theologians of his day who would “compromise its 
supremacy and question its infallible authority.” (p. 19)  Indeed, “the Bible is 
either everything or nothing.  Like a chain which depends upon its weakest link, if 
God’s Word is not completely and absolutely true, it is too weak a cable to fix our 
anchorage and guarantee our eternal peace.” (p. 19) 
 Simpson goes on to give five witnesses to the supernatural character of 
the Bible: miracles, prophecy, the life and character of the Lord Jesus Christ, its 
influence, and experiential evidence.  He concludes by stressing the importance 
of applying and living what the Bible says: “It is a Book to translate into living 
copies and holy example.” (p. 32) 
 
 Next Simpson addresses “The Supernatural Life.”  Near the beginning of 
the chapter he makes this statement: “The radical distinction between Christianity 
and all other religions is in the characters that it produces . . . Judged by this test, 
Christianity is unanswerable.” (p. 34)  I agree with Simpson that this should be 
the case; but I am afraid that as a watching world looks at the characters being 
produced in churches today, they do not find the evidence “unanswerable.”   
 The bulk of the chapter is concerned with several “supernatural facts” of 
the Christian life: the fact of justification, the fact of regeneration, the fact of 
sonship, the fact of Christ’s indwelling, and the fact of the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit (on which he spends several pages).  On the one hand, all of this is familiar 
territory, especially for anyone who has had any theological training.  But there is 
something exciting and striking about seeing all of these “facts” assembled in one 
place right next to each other.  Our life in God truly is supernatural through and 
through. 
 When he discusses the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Simpson mentions 
several provisions this supplies in our lives – a supernatural supply of holiness, a 
supernatural standard of holiness,  and divine guidance.  He also meditates on 
the amazing reality of God’s providence in the world.  “Our vast political systems 
and commercial realities are but the agencies through which He is preparing the 
way for the witnessing of the gospel and the evangelism of the world.” (p. 42) 
 He concludes the chapter by briefly touching on the supernatural aspect of 
prayer.  How amazing that God has chosen to work according to our requests!  
“The hand of the child touching the arm of the Father moves the wheels of the 
universe.” (p. 43) 
 
 I enjoyed the whole book, but the highlight chapter for me was chapter 
four, “The Supernatural Church.”  Simpson starts by emphasizing that the church 
is God’s idea and finds its identity in him; it is not primarily a human institution.  
“Any society which claims to be a church and is not founded up on a regenerated 
membership, the inspiration of the Word and that supernatural presence, power 
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and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ . . . is not the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (p. 48) 
 Not only does the Church have a divine Head and a divine constitution, 
but a supernatural object.  In fact, Simpson identifies three objects of the Church:  
 

First, she must worship God and glorify her Father in heaven.  Second, 
she must bear witness to the truth. . . Her heavenly object is propagation, 
evangelization, to gather to her bosom all the sinful world, to instruct and 
build them up in the life of Jesus, to be the training school for heaven and 
to give the gospel to all mankind. (p. 51) 

 
 Simpson moves on to emphasis that the Church has been given 
supernatural power.  He identifies physical healing as a primary example of this 
power: 
 

He has clothed [the Church] with supernatural powers in the physical 
realm.  When John sent to Jesus for the credentials of His ministry the 
answer given was, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the 
poor” (Matthew 11:4-5).  These are still Christ’s confirmatory signs for His 
true Church.  God forgive her for having so long surrendered them!  God 
help her to reclaim them in these last days, to keep them in their true 
place and yet never to ignore them. . . Christ intended that His Church 
should embrace all forms of ministry for all classes of needs. (pp. 52-53) 

 
 The Church also has supernatural support.  Simpson has a rant here that 
is worth quoting just because it gives a funny window into issues of his day that 
don’t necessarily translate to our context: 
 

As the bride of the Lamb, and the co-heir of all His boundless wealth, what 
business has she to go about with her hat in her hand begging the petty 
pittance of their gifts from the brewers, distillers, gamblers and speculators 
of the earth, selling tickets for strawberry festivals, broom drills and 
indescribable follies of every kind and vainly competing with the literary 
lecture bureau or with the cheap theater for platform entertainment to draw 
the masses, and sometimes stoop even to the promiscuous dance to 
attract visitors to her Sunday school picnic or help out the deficiency in her 
preacher’s salary?  God convict her and God deliver her! (p. 53) 

 
 By all means, let’s avoid those strawberry festivals and broom drills!  I 
wonder what Simpson would rant about if he were looking at the Church today? 
 
 In the fifth chapter, Simpson discusses “The Supernatural Body.”  While 
he has touched on physical healing in the previous chapter, now he goes into 
greater detail on this topic.  He starts by making an association I hadn’t seen 



 4 

before.  He takes the “earnest” referred to in the New Testament (II Corinthians 
1:22, 5:5; Ephesians 1:14; cf. Romans 8:23) as a reference to physical healing.   
 

We anticipate in the present life to a certain extent the power of our future 
resurrection, and . . . we have a foretaste of heaven. . . . As the earnest of 
our spiritual future, He gives us in our spirit the foretaste of the heavenly 
glory; as the earnest of the resurrection of the body, He gives us the 
physical life of Christ in our mortal body. . . An earnest is the very same in 
kind but less in degree than that of which it is the pledge.  Therefore, if the 
Holy Spirit is to be the earnest of our physical resurrection, it must be 
through some physical operation in our being now. (pp. 57-58). 

 
 He stresses that physical healing is for today.  He interprets the meaning 
of Jesus’ comment to Martha in John 11:23-25 (“I am the resurrection and the 
life”) as “Martha, do not postpone the blessing your faith would claim but take Me 
for it now.” (p. 59)  That is a powerful statement!  How tragic that we may miss 
out on blessings we could experience now because we reserve them for some 
future time, when God may be willing to give them to us now! 
 Simpson sees the provision for physical healing foreshadowed even in the 
story of the Fall.  Again, this was an association I hadn’t seen or heard before.  
As a result of sin, mankind was removed from the tree of life, which was “the 
symbol and source of his physical immortality.  But while this supply of perpetual 
physical life was withdrawn it was not forever precluded.” (p. 59)  The cherubim 
stations at the entrance to the garden of Eden is usually thought of as an emblem 
of divine judgment, but Simpson sees it as an emblem of divine mercy. 
 

That which we have associated with terror and repulsion was the first gate 
of mercy open for fallen man and the sense in which it was to “keep the 
way of the tree of life” might more properly be expressed by the word 
“guard.”  It was to guard the way and to guide the way to the tree of life.  
From that tree sinful man was debarred on the natural plane, but he could 
now approach it on the higher plane of grace.  His physical life was 
forfeited by his fall, but it could be won back again by the great redemption 
of which that cherubic sign was the glorious symbol. (p. 60) 

 
 On the one hand, this is a novel interpretation (as even Simpson 
acknowledges). But on the other hand, why wasn’t the tree of life destroyed?  Or 
why was the idea of an entrance to Eden preserved?  Doesn’t this point to a 
future reality that we will re-enter the garden and eat again of the tree of life?  
And if that is to be a future reality, yet we are to pray that God’s will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, and if the Kingdom come has been inaugurated and can 
be experienced now; then why not think that may Simpson in onto something 
here? 
 Simpson also makes the point that not only divine healing, but 
supernatural strength and vitality are meant to be our portion.  He references the 
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examples of Moses and Caleb is support of this.  He also makes clear that 
healing is not the end, but a means to an end: 
 

There is something more for a man to say than “I must live.”  The true 
thing to say is, “I must meet God in my trial, I must learn my lesson, I must 
accomplish the purpose for which He has brought me here, and the 
purpose for which He has brought me here is to show that He is all-
sufficient even for my body.  I must stand there until this purpose is 
fulfilled.  I must throw myself upon Him until He gives me relief and 
deliverance.” (p. 65) 

 
 He talks at length about the idea that we are meant to experience the life 
of Jesus as opposed to our own, natural life.  In this context, he discusses Paul’s 
“thorn in the flesh.”  He contends that even though Paul was not healed, he was 
given something better than healing (assuming that the “thorn” was a physical 
ailment of some kind):   
 

Something was given to Paul in exchange which was better for him than if 
it had been removed, something in kind which really supplied the place of 
its removal.  He calls it the power of Christ.  It was not the comfort and 
consolation of Christ’s love.  It was not patience to bear it, but it was 
actually power through which he as enabled to do more than if the thorn 
had been taken away . . . (p. 69) 

 
 Also under this heading of “The Supernatural Body,” Simpson discusses 
the idea of a “converted body.”  He says,  
 

Merely natural health and material and organs have about them an inborn 
tendency to selfish and even sensual gratification, but when Christ fills our 
hearts the very desire for unholy things is removed and we are saved from 
innumerable suggestions of evil that spring from the strong sensuous life 
of those who have never felt the touch of God in their mortal frame.  (p. 
72) 

 
 The point of healing, a converted body, etc. is that we will be better 
prepared for service.  Not only this, but as he has mentioned before, healing in 
particular is a sign that confirms our message to the world.  He concludes the 
chapter by remarking: 
 

While . . . this truth is liable to extravagance, yet there is even a greater 
danger of overlooking it and sinking to the low plane of naturalism and 
rationalism in giving our testimony to mankind.  In every age it ought still to 
be true: “God also testified to [the gospel] by signs, wonder and various 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will” 
(Hebrews 2:4).  If the Christ of Christianity is “the same yesterday and 
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today and forever” (13:8), the Christianity of Christ ought also to be the 
same yesterday, today and forever. (p. 74) 

 
 In the sixth chapter Simpson addresses “The Supernatural Hope.”  He 
shows how the Bible, Old and New Testaments, point to, prefigure and predict 
the Second Coming.  He then details some of the specific things that will happen 
when Christ appears.  “First, it will bring a supernatural revelation of Christ.” (p. 
82)  He defends the literal, visible appearing of Christ.  He also points out that  
 

far from the horoscope of prophecy revealing a future of Christian 
progress and worldwide righteousness under the present dispensation, 
the prophetic vision portrays an age of increasing unbelief, worldliness 
and sin growing more aggravated toward the close, while the true church 
of Christ as a little flock stands in the midst of prevailing declension, 
witnessing for Christ and waiting for His appearing. (p. 85) 

 
 The second thing that he says will happen when Christ appears is that 
believers will be supernaturally transformed. (p. 85)   

Third, “the material world will have a transformation.” (p. 87)  Here he 
makes an interesting speculation: “The very law of gravitation will be changed 
and in the New Jerusalem the streets will be vertical as well as horizontal and we 
will pass up and down as freely as we pass to and fro, for earth’s attraction will 
be forever broken and the center of gravitation will be the Lord Himself.” (p. 87)  
Metaphorically, I’m with him – God will be the center.  I’m not sure the literal 
effect will be what he was imagining. 
 A fourth change will be “a supernatural transformation in the providence of 
God and the government of the world and the universe.” (p. 88) 
 Simpson ends the chapter by pointing out several ways in which this 
supernatural hope is a present truth.  First, “it is a true antidote to the humanism 
of our age.” (p. 92)  All that man has built and plans to build will be overtaken by 
the Kingdom to come. 
 Second, “this blessed hope is the only explanation and key for facts of 
human history and providences and the problems and perplexities which they 
create.” (p. 93) 
 Thirds, it is “the highest inspiration of Christian life and work.” (p. 94)  
Likewise, it is “the great incentive to diligent and faithful service.” (p. 94) 
 Finally, “this blessed supernatural hope constitutes the most convincing 
and convicting message to lost men, and especially to the unevangelized nations 
of our time.” (p. 95) 
 
 The final chapter concerns “The Supernatural Work.”  Simpson starts by 
emphasizing that we need supernatural power to do the work we have been 
called to, that God has prepared in advance for us to do (cf. Eph. 2:10).  In line 
with other comments he has made in the book so far, he says, “There is no truth 
that needs to be more emphasized in this age of smartness and human self-
sufficiency than the imperative necessity of the baptism of the Holy Spirit as the 
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condition of all effective Christian work.  We must tarry before we go.”  (p. 99)  
He goes on to say a few sentences later, “A week spent at the source of faith and 
power will bring more effective service than years of human effort in the energy 
of our highest gifts and loftiest genius.” (p. 99) 
 Not only do we need supernatural power, but we need a supernatural 
plan.  Further, to do the work God has for us, we need supernatural direction.  “It 
is possible to have a diving plan and yet run at our own impulse in the direction of 
our work.” (p. 101)  Along these lines, I found this quote convicting: 
 

[God] does not even want good work if it is not His very work for us at that 
very time.  It is not true to say, “I am doing some good; I am doing the best 
I know how.”  True service is doing the very thing that God has for us, 
doing it in His strength and wholly pleasing Him.  If we are not doing this 
we may be hindering Him by our very Christian work.  It is a serious 
question whether much of the religious work today is not entirely out of 
God’s will. (p. 102) 

 
 Finally, Simpson says, we need supernatural efficiency. (p. 103)  God 
brings the increase, and will do so in his way, in his time, and using whatever he 
wants.  Often it is our weakness that he uses! 
 
 Overall, I really enjoyed this book.  It is amazing how timely the message 
is for our day and age.  The trends toward rationalism and “smartness” that 
Simpson identified in his time have only become more pronounced, and have in 
turn led to subjectivism and radical individualism.  We need this reminder – we 
need the supernatural power of God – just as much today as we did when 
Simpson wrote these words. 


